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Present: Chairperson Borgon; Vice-Chairperson Goodrich; Members: Bayless, Bresnahan, 

and Hausman 

   

Absent:  Ross and Ruprich 

 

Also Present:  Village Clerk/Assistant Manager, Rutkowski 

  Council Liaison, Hrydziuszko 

 

Borgon called the meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board to order at 7:30 p.m. at the Beverly 

Park Pavilion located at 18801 Beverly Road, Beverly Hills, MI 48025. 

 

APPROVE AGENDA 

Motion by Hausman, second by Bayless, to amend the agenda to include item 7a. Review 

and consider Village Woman’s Club of Beverly Hills’ request to waive pavilion rental fees 

for their annual meeting on October 5, 2022.  

 

Motion passed.  

 

Motion by Bresnahan, second by Bayless, to approve the agenda as amended.  

 

Motion passed.  

 

ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON, VICE-CHAIRPERSON, AND SECRETARY 

Each year the Beverly Hills Parks & Recreation Board elects a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, 

and Secretary from its appointed members. 

 

Borgon opened the floor for nominations for Chairperson. 

 

Bresnahan nominated Borgon to serve as Chairperson. There were no other nominations.  

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Motion passed (5-0) 

 

Borgon opened the floor for nominations for Vice-Chairperson. 

 

 Hausman nominated Goodrich to serve as Vice-Chairperson. There were no other 

 nominations. 

 

Roll Call Vote: 

Motion passed (5-0) 

  

Borgon opened the floor for nominations for Secretary. 

 

 Hausman nominated Bresnahan to serve as Secretary. There were no other nominations.  

 

Roll Call Vote: 
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Motion passed (5-0) 

 

Bayless stated that the dedication from the three individuals elected to these positions is 

phenomenal and he thanked Borgon, Goodrich, and Bresnahan for their service.  

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF A PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING HELD JUNE 

16, 2022 

Motion by Hausman, second by Bayless, to approve the June 16, 2022 Parks & Recreation 

Board meeting minutes as submitted. 

 

Motion passed. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  

David and Barbara Tobaben, Orchard Way, stated that they would like to tend to the flower bed 

near the fence/Beverly Road at Beverly Park. They said they would clean it up and weed as soon 

as possible. They asked for old photos of the flower bed. They stated that there is a good base and 

something should be blooming each season. They will look into deer resistant plants.  

 

The Board thanked the Tobabens for volunteering.  

 

REVIEW AND CONSIDER REQUEST FROM TIE MICHIGAN TEAL TO TIE RIBBONS 

AT BEVERLY PARK THROUGHOUT THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 

Administration received a request from the Tie Michigan Teal campaign that promotes awareness 

of ovarian cancer. The group is requesting to tie teal ribbons around Beverly Park this September. 

They noted that they would be flexible with the locations, should the Board have any specific 

requests.  

 

The coordinator also provided information about Caitlin Jenkins Fuller, who grew up in Beverly 

Hills and who passed away from ovarian cancer last year. A tree is planted in Beverly Park in 

remembrance of Caitlin and the coordinator hopes the Village can join the campaign to further 

help raise awareness.  

 

There is no cost to the Village associated with this request. 

 

The Board discussed potential locations for the ribbons. They agreed that the ribbons should not 

be placed in the pavilion since it is rented for private parties. They suggested putting the ribbons 

on the fence and on Caitlin’s memorial tree. 

 

Motion by Bresnahan, second by Bayless, the Beverly Hills Parks & Recreation Board 

recommends the Village Council authorize the Tie Michigan Teal group to tie teal ribbons 

at Beverly Park throughout the month of September to raise awareness of ovarian cancer, 

preferably on the fence and with the exception of the pavilion. 

 

Motion passed.   
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REVIEW AND CONSIDER REQUEST FROM BALDWIN PUBLIC LIBRARY TO HOST 

OUTDOOR STORY TIME AT THE BEVERLY PARK PAVILION ON OCTOBER 15, 

2022 

Administration received a request from Baldwin Public Library to host an Outdoor Story Time 

event at the Beverly Park Pavilion on Saturday, October 15, 2022 from 11:00 to 11:30 a.m.  They 

also requested that pavilion rental fees be waived for this event.  The Outdoor Story Times were 

well received last year. There are no scheduling conflicts with this date or time.  

 

Motion by Hausman, second by Bayless, the Beverly Hills Parks & Recreation Board 

recommends that the Village Council approve Baldwin Public Library’s request to host an 

Outdoor Story Time at the Beverly Park Pavilion on Saturday, October 15, 2022 from 

11:00 to 11:30 a.m. and waive the pavilion rental fees provided that a Certificate of 

Liability Insurance is provided to the Village Clerk’s Office prior to the event.   

 

 Motion passed.  

 

REVIEW AND CONSIDER REQUEST FROM THE BEVERLY HILLS LIONS CLUB TO 

WAIVE PAVILION RENTAL FEES FOR THEIR FALL FAMILY EVENT ON 

OCTOBER 9, 2022 

Administration received a request from the Beverly Hills Lions Club to reserve the Beverly Park 

pavilion on Sunday, October 9, 2022 from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. for their fall family event. The Lions 

Club is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization and have requested to have the pavilion rental fees 

waived for this event. There are no scheduling conflicts on this date or time. 

 

A letter from the Club President was provided for the Board’s review and Lion Mark Scicluna was 

present to answer any questions from the Board. 

 

Motion by Goodrich, second by Hausman, the Beverly Hills Parks & Recreation Board 

recommends that the Village Council approve the request from the Beverly Hills Lions 

Club to waive pavilion rental fees on Sunday, October 9, 2022 from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

provided that a Certificate of Liability Insurance naming the Village of Beverly Hills as 

an additional insured is submitted to the Clerk’s Office prior to the event. 

 

Motion passed.  

 

REVIEW AND CONSIDER VILLAGE WOMAN’S CLUB OF BEVERLY HILLS’ 

REQUEST TO WAIVE PAVILION RENTAL FEES FOR THEIR ANNUAL MEETING 

ON OCTOBER 5, 2022 

Administration received a request from the Village Woman’s Club of Beverly Hills (VWCBH) to 

host their annual Pink Fund meeting at the Beverly Park Pavilion on Wednesday, October 5, 2022 

from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. They also requested that pavilion rental fees be waived for this event. There 

are no scheduling conflicts with this date/time. The VWCBH has been a supporter of Beverly Park 

for many years.  

 

Motion by Hausman, second by Bayless, the Beverly Hills Parks & Recreation Board 

recommends that the Village Council approve the request from the Village Woman’s Club 
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of Beverly Hills to waive pavilion rental fees for their annual meeting on Wednesday, 

October 5, 2022 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. provided that a Certificate of Liability Insurance 

naming the Village of Beverly Hills as an additional insured is submitted to the Clerk’s 

Office prior to the event.  

 

Motion passed.  

 

REVIEW AND CONSIDER BEVERLY PARK PAVILION CHIMNEY REPAIR 

PROPOSAL 

Rutkowski provided an overview. As the Parks & Recreation Board is aware, a few months ago 

over forty bricks were suspiciously removed from the chimney at the Beverly Park pavilion. 

Administration obtained four quotes for the chimney repair, varying in scope and cost. In addition 

to replacing the bricks, contractors noted other masonry repairs that were needed and should be 

addressed. 

 

The most comprehensive and cost-effective proposal was from Brick Heads Masonry & Concrete 

Specialists. The detailed proposal was provided for the Board’s review and consideration. The 

quote to repair the fireplace chimney (replace bricks, tuckpointing, fill mortar, etc.) was $4,900.00. 

Brick Heads also recommended rebuilding the firebox on the chimney which would cost an 

additional $2,800.00. There is a ten-year warranty on the masonry work. 

 

The Board members were pleased that the recommended quote came with a ten-year warranty.  

 

The Board discussed the chimney damage and wear and tear that has occurred over several years.  

In addition to missing bricks, there are loose stones around the grills. They discussed the needed 

repairs in further detail. They agreed that the firebox should be repaired at the same times as the 

other repairs were being completed.  

 

Motion by Bayless, second by Hausman, the Beverly Hills Parks & Recreation Board 

recommends the Village Council approve the proposal from Brick Heads Masonry & 

Concrete Specialists to repair the Beverly Park pavilion chimney and rebuild the firebox in 

the total amount of $7,700.00. Funds are available in account 208-900-985.00 (Capital Park 

Fund). 

 

Motion passed.  
 

REVIEW AND CONSIDER INVASIVE SPECIES MAINTENANCE PROPOSAL FROM 

GEI CONSULTANTS 

Rutkowski provided an overview. Since 2018, the Village has been working to eradicate invasive 

species from Village parks. Most recently, over the last year, the Village contracted with GEI 

Consultants to remove and treat invasive species at Beverly Park and Riverside Park. Funds in the 

21-22 agreement have been expended and GEI has prepared a proposal for ongoing maintenance 

using the 2022 rates established in the Ecological Restoration Services Agreement with Oakland 

County Parks.  
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The proposal from GEI Consultants for the next two growing seasons was provided for the Parks 

& Recreation Board’s review, consideration, and discussion. Each zone is broken down into a 

separate line item, should the Board wish to prioritize a particular zone or zones. GEI also provided 

images of 8 trees throughout Beverly Park where buckthorn is surrounding the landscaping that 

were not included in the initial treatment. 

 

The Board discussed the progress that has been made over the last few years removing invasive 

species from the parks. They also noted the continued reforestation efforts that the Board, Village, 

and volunteers have made. 

 

The Board discussed the possibility of obtaining grant funding for a prescribed burn at Riverside 

Park to remove invasive species. They agreed to exclude the Riverside Park line item from the 

recommended proposal while they explore other options. 

 

The Board agreed that all 4 zones at Beverly Park should have continued monitoring and 

maintenance. They recognized that removing invasives species will take several years, but with 

continued maintenance the overall costs should decrease over time. They also agreed that the 

buckthorn should be removed from the 8 ornamental trees around Beverly Park as outlined in 

GEI’s proposal.  

 

Motion by Bresnahan, second by Hausman, the Beverly Hills Parks & Recreation Board 

recommends the Village Council approve the invasive species maintenance agreement with 

GEI Consultants of Michigan in an amount not to exceed $20,000 over two growing 

seasons for Zones A, B, C, and D and cut-stump treatment around 8 trees at Beverly Park 

as outlined in the July 15, 2022 proposal. Funds for this expense are available in account 

101-751-778.04 (Buckthorn Eradication). 

 

Motion passed.  
 

REVIEW AND CONSIDER 2022-2023 SCULPTURES IN THE PARKS PROPOSAL 

2022 marked the inaugural year for the Sculptures in the Parks Program. The program has 

received a great deal of positive feedback. 

 

Hausman provided a recap of the 2022 Program. She noted that they came in under budget and she 

would not recommend paying for online recruiting next time around. She volunteered to attend the 

September 20th Village Council meeting to present on the Sculptures in the Parks Proposal if the 

rest of the Board is in agreement.  

 

Bayless noted that the Sculptures Program received positive feedback in the Community 

Recreation Survey. 77% of people responded “yes” or “maybe” when asked if they would seek 

out the Sculptures in the Parks.  

 

Hausman stated that she was disappointed that one of the sculptures got damaged, but commended 

the artist for having a positive response to the news and coming back to the park to fix it.  
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Motion by Bayless, second by Goodrich, the Beverly Hills Parks & Recreation Board 

recommends that the Village Council approve its request to continue the Sculptures in the 

Parks program in 2023 in an amount not to exceed $7,000.00. Funds for this request are 

available in 208-900-985.00 (Capital Park Improvement Fund). 

 

Motion passed. 

 

Hausman thanked the Board for their support turning the sculptures idea into reality. 

 

RECAP JULY AND AUGUST CONCERTS IN THE PARK  

The Board recapped the July and August Concerts in the Park and Java & Jazz.  

 

The Board agreed that the July concert featuring Danny D and the Vagabonds was very fun. The 

woodfired pizza food truck was very good.  

 

The Board members stated that the July concert featuring The Hood and GT4 was very well 

attended and people had fun. The scheduled food truck backed out, but another one showed up in 

its place. They noted that the switch between the two bands went more smoothly this year than 

last.  

 

The Board members reported that they heard positive things about the 4th of July Java & Jazz event 

featuring the Ryan Bills Trio.  

 

RECAP MOVIE IN THE PARK  

The Board recapped Movie in the Park which was held on August 18, 2022. They noted that the 

park was packed. They liked that there was a dance party led by FunFlicks prior to the movie. 

People enjoyed glow sticks and the Kona Ice truck. Birmingham Public Schools Early Learning 

sponsored the water and popcorn. 

 

The Board discussed other possible dates for next year, such as a Friday night in September. They 

considered sunset times. 

 

DISCUSS HALLOWEEN HOOT 

The Board discussed the 2022 Halloween Hoot scheduled for Saturday, October 22 and agreed 

that it should be modified similar to last year, which would only feature trick-or-treating from 6:00 

to 8:00 p.m. They welcomed any volunteer group to organize pumpkin carving or other activities.  

 

Hausman reported that there are 7 confirmed booths so far and 4 of them are new participants. She 

is expecting many groups to return this year and stated that the layout may need to be extended 

further back into the park to accommodate all of the stations. That would also require more 

electricity. She is working on sponsorship request letters to be sent out.  

 

Bayless noted that 44 people responded in the Community Survey that they would be interested in 

sponsoring events. Hausman will follow up with these individuals.  

 

The Board agreed that there should be a sponsor or sponsors for trick-or-treating bags.  
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The Board discussed decorations for the Hoot. 

 

DISCUSS 5-YEAR RECREATION PLAN  

A. SURVEY RESULTS 

Bayless provided a summary of the Community Survey results. There were over 600 responses, 

567 of which were residents of Beverly Hills. He identified significant takeaways, such as 50% of 

participants have lived in Beverly Hills for less than ten years and 50% of participants have lived 

in Beverly Hills for more than ten years, indicating that there was a good mix of respondents. Over 

40% of respondents have young children between 0 and 12 years old. 52% of respondents have at 

least one dog in their household. Over 91% of respondents indicated that they visit Beverly Park 

on a monthly basis. The sledding hill, pavilion, storybook trial, and playground get the most use, 

according to the survey results. The survey showed that Memorial Day Parade/Carnival and 

Halloween Hoot are very popular events in the community. The top key terms mentioned in the 

survey were: baseball, bathroom/restroom, parking, dog park, splash pad, path, shade, and 

drainage.  

 

Hausman thanked Bayless for sharing the survey results. 

 

Bresnahan stated that the Board and Village can do more to help educate residents on what the 

park already has to offer and what the Board is able to do given regulatory and budgetary 

restrictions.  

 

Goodrich inquired about what the Board can do to respond in the immediate future based on survey 

results, such as adding portable toilets, replacing disc golf baskets, and adding sand in the 

volleyball court.  

 

The Board discussed several of the items mentioned in the survey that are currently being worked 

on or have been completed, such as more shade and playground updates/accessibility. They agreed 

that the new features could be promoted better.  

 

The Board discussed the baseball fields. There was discussion about the Beverly Hills Little 

League’s responsibilities and the Village’s responsibilities. It was agreed that the BHLL and the 

Village need to cultivate a better relationship. The Board will form a subcommittee consisting of 

Borgon, Bresnahan, and Administrative Liaison Rutkowski to meet with a subcommittee of the 

BHLL Board this fall.  

 

The Board discussed different sponsorship methods and opportunities.   

 

Handicap accessibility was mentioned numerous times in the survey and the Board agreed it is a 

priority for Parks & Recreation.  

 

The Board members thanked Bayless for all of his work on the survey.  

 

B. GOALS/OBJECTIVES/PRIORITIES  
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Bresnahan provided an overview. She talked about a wish list in comparison to the parks budget. 

She noted that initial costs, operational costs, and staffing costs must be considered when 

determining how to prioritize items on the list. She commented on fundraising and grant 

opportunities. Ross had provided a list to the Board that Bresnahan went over on his behalf, 

including items such as the playground replacement, development of Beverly Green, and possible 

development of Wendbrook, if the property is acquired. The Board agreed not to pursue a splash 

pad in the 5-Year Plan since they do not have the infrastructure, parking, or budget to support it at 

this time. They also discussed installing a higher quality fence at Beverly Park and making updates 

to the pavilion.  

 

Bayless stated that a dog park could be a viable option if the Village could use the land by the 

water tower at 14 Mile Road. He noted costs associated with a dog park and limited parking in the 

area.  

 

The Board discussed Riverside Park and if the adjacent pond is left untreated then the area may 

become grassy. They noted the public/private property lines around Riverside Park. They agreed 

to continue focusing on the peninsula plans which includes invasives species removal work and a 

potential gazebo.  

 

The Board agreed connectivity between the parks and other public places is important to the 

community.  

 

The Board discussed engaging more volunteers to help organize and execute special events.  

 

The Board went over the “Goals and Objectives” section of the current plan. They agreed to keep 

the goals the same for the most part, but to add in more about connectivity, restoration/reforestation 

of natural areas impacted by invasive species removal, increase communication with residents, 

update playground, development of Beverly Green, and acquisition/development of new park land.  

 

The subcommittee thanked the Board for their input. More discussion on this item will occur at 

the September Board meeting.   

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None.  

 

ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS  

Rutkowski stated that she was able to work with the OC CISMA and Oakland County Parks to 

obtain an additional $2,200 for buckthorn removal for work completed by GEI Consultants. She 

noted that the Rangers repainted the bike rack at Beverly Park. The Park Rangers are returning to 

school soon, so Comeau will open the pavilion bathrooms during the week for the remainder of 

the season. She reminded the Board that the September Board meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. and 

there will be an item on the agenda to set parks event dates for 2023.  

 

LIAISON COMMENTS 

Hrydziuszko thanked the Board for all of the new park programs and events added this year.  
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BOARD COMMENTS 

Bayless thanked everyone for their flexibility and for changing the August meeting date to 

accommodate the Board members’ schedules. He thanked Borgon, Goodrich, and Bresnahan for 

serving in leadership roles on the Board.  

 

Bresnahan gave an update on the playground replacement status. The subcommittee obtained three 

quotes/scopes and narrowed it down to two options. She hopes to have more information to present 

to the Board at the September meeting.   

 

Hausman commented on the playground surface. She noted that rubber is very expensive and has 

a 10-15 year lifespan. The subcommittee was looking at turf/woodchip combinations. She stated 

that common concerns mentioned in the playground survey were shade, accessibility, and more 

benches. She reported that a volunteer reached out to her to help maintain the butterfly garden and 

Administration organized a compost delivery to the park for her to use. She reported that the 

Village applied for a DTE tree grant and received notification that the grant decision has been 

delayed, so there are not currently plans for a fall tree planting. She suggested doing separate 

events for park clean up and tree planting.  

 

Goodrich thinks having a combined event for park clean up and tree planting went well. He 

commented on edging sidewalks at Beverly Park and volunteered to help re-stain the gazebo.  

 

Borgon thanked everyone for their hard work and thanked the Village Council for their continued 

support.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:05 p.m.  


